
 
 
 

Williamston Middle School encourages your 
family to take the  
Hornet Summer Challenge! 
 

As your child completes academic tasks throughout the summer, list them on the Hornet 
Summer Challenge Log (enclosed). The log can be submitted to the WMS office during the first 
week of school with any evidence of work completion (worksheets, certificates, etc.). Students 
participating in the Hornet Summer Challenge will be invited to a celebration breakfast. 
Additionally, students will be entered to win a variety of fantastic prizes! There are no 
restrictions! Participating in academic activities online, through paper-based tasks, or in the 
community all count! Let’s keep our minds and bodies active this summer!  
 
Helpful suggestions:  

- It is important to retain a schedule in the summer. Set aside a time, a place, and an 
amount of work time. For example, after breakfast (before preferential activities) your 
child is expected to work (on math, reading, or writing) for twenty minutes.  Each day 
could be an alternating academic task.  

- In addition to utilizing resources attached, incorporate academic tasks into daily living! 
For example, have your child double or half a recipe, read magazines aloud, write a letter 
to a friend or family member, read to a sibling, estimate the cost of groceries as you shop, 
or summarize fun trips, days, or activities in a journal!  

- Incorporate “quiet reading time” into the day/evening. Having your child read books or 
magazine articles will enforce the importance of reading for enjoyment.  

- A little bit of time every day goes a long way!  
- Provide encouragement, consistency, and support!  

 
 
Please see the attached list of activities and resources that will aid your family with ideas to 
complete the summer challenge!  
 
 
 

 



Academic Resources & Community Programs: 

Math Ideas: 
One great site available for all students at all grade levels is  https://www.freckle.com . This site must be opened in Google 
Chrome or Mozilla Firefox, NOT Internet Explorer.  Freckle the new name for the online site that was previously known 
as FrontRow.  

1. Go to the website  www.freckle.com  . 
2. Click on Student Sign In at the top. 
3. Have your student sign in with their First and Last Name and then use the following class codes: 

a. class code:  36uzlj   (this is the code for  all incoming 8th grade students ) 
b. class code:  hillf7     (this is the code for  all incoming 7th grade students ) 
c. class code:  hilld5  (this is the code for  all incoming 6th grade students ) 

**If your child has a  current  account with a math class or intervention, they may continue working over the 
summer on their existing account. 

Mr. Brillantes’s class code:  brill4 

Once signing in, your student will see several domains. The recommendation is to start at the first domain under 
foundation and work their way across the page. Eventually, they will move into the more advanced domains. Each domain 
has its own pre-test. The first time they work on the domain, they will take the pre-test.  

Things to note about the pre-test: 

● The pre-test will start easy and get more difficult if they get questions correct. 
 

● The length varies based on student capability. Some students will finish in 5 minutes, others may take as many as 
30 minutes. It must be done in one sitting. 

 
● If the student quits before answering at least 10 questions, the pre-test won't count, and the student will have to 

start over. 

After the student has taken the pre-test ,  the program will automatically adjust according to his/her ability!  From then on 
it is self-paced, adaptive, aligned with CCSS, provides virtual manipulative and video tutorial support as needed. 
 

Other helpful websites or apps: 
● GO Math - Incoming 7th & 8th grade students can should still be able to use  my.hrw.com  to access resources 

from their math text from the school year to continue practicing skills not yet fully mastered or even just as 
review. Reminder the login information is their school email address including @gowcs.net and password is 
school16. The interactive student edition is a great resource to use. 

● Kalculate - app to practice computational skills 
● AAA Math -  www.aaamath.com-  website that allows students to choose from many different topics along the left 

hand margin and from there they can choose from specific lessons under that topic and then if they continue to 
scroll down can practice those specific skills and get instant feedback as to whether they are right or wrong 

● A Plus Math-    https://www.varsitytutors.com/aplusmath   - this website is good for helping students practice basic 
math facts 

● Khan Academy-   http://www.khanacademy.org  -  free instruction, lessons, and practice  
● Math Open Reference -   https://www.mathopenref.com/   -  math reference material on basic algebra, geometry and 

higher-level topics, interactives, and step-by-step examples 

https://www.freckle.com/
http://www.freckle.com/
https://my.hrw.com/
http://www.aaamath.com/
https://www.varsitytutors.com/aplusmath
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.mathopenref.com/


Reading Ideas:  
- Six-Minute Solutions (obtained through your child’s ELA teacher) 
- Read daily (aloud, silently, as a family, etc.) 
- Read a newspaper article/magazine article aloud. Have your child summarize the information in the 

article and discuss their thoughts using examples from the article for support.  
- Create a family book club. Have each member read the same book and discuss the events, feelings and 

thoughts of characters, and project possible outcomes.  
- Have a variety of reading material available: novels, biographies, informational text. Plan out time to 

visit the library.  
- Create a username and sign up for  readworks.org ! Various passages, with many topics are provided with 

multiple choice and short answer questions following each short passage.  
- Join Capital Area District Libraries (CADL) and attend a variety of events including the summer reading 

program 
o CADL events 
o Williamston Branch 

201 School Street, Williamston, MI  
Phone: (517) 655-1191  

 

Writing Ideas:  
- Keep a journal summarizing daily activities  
- Write a letter to a friend, or family member (i.e. summer pen pal).  
- Creative Writing: Story Starters 

o Website:  http://www.daily-writing-prompt.com/story-starters.html 
 

Keyboarding/Technology Ideas:  
- Touch Typing Practice  

o Website:  http://www.keybr.com/ 
- Typing Practice  

o Website:  http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/typing/ 
- Typing Games 

o Bubble Game: Website:  http://www.typingtest.com/games/bubbles.html 
o Frog Game: Website:  http://www.freetypinggame.net/play3.asp 
o Space Invaders: Website:  http://www.freetypinggame.net/play9.asp  

 

Science & Social Studies  (and Language Arts, Math, Foreign Languages, etc.) 
- Khan Academy: free instruction, lessons, and practice in different interest areas! 

o http://www.khanacademy.org 
 

Remember: These are a few resources and suggestions. Any other creative ways to practice academic 
skills count too! Keep track of your progress! We love to see everyone working hard this summer! ☺  
 

http://www.readworks.org/
https://www.cadl.org/events/browse-all-events/
http://www.daily-writing-prompt.com/story-starters.html
http://www.keybr.com/
http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/typing/
http://www.typingtest.com/games/bubbles.html
http://www.freetypinggame.net/play3.asp
http://www.freetypinggame.net/play9.asp
http://www.khanacademy.org/


Hornet Summer Challenge Log 
Student Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

Date Activity Time Parent Signature 
(Example) 

6/10/18 
(Example)  

Reading Aloud:  
National Geographic -  

(Example)  
30 minutes 

(Example) 
Jane Doe 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 


